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SITE SELECTION ASSISTANCE
The EDB works direct ly wi th businesses
and consul tants to provide key
informat ion and assistance to recrui t
pr imary employers in incorporated and
unincorporated areas of  Pierce County.
For informat ion on how we can help
with your development project ,  contact
Sarah Bonds at  253.284.5892 or
sarah@edbtacomapierce.org.

BUSINESS RETENTION & EXPANSON
The EDB works direct ly wi th exist ing
pr imary businesses to help them grow
and expand in Pierce County.  For
assistance navigat ing incent ives,
f inancing programs, permit t ing,  and for
referrals to workforce train ing partners
and other resources, contact  Maddie
Merton at  253.317.1903 or
maddie@edbtacomapierce.org.

CLUSTER TEAM DEVELOPMENT
Tacoma-Pierce County’s c luster teams
focus on our region’s key industr ies of
Aerospace, Heal thcare,  Logist ics and
Technology. Clusters are
geographical ly speci f ic  groups of
interconnected companies.  By
cluster ing near each other,  businesses
can increase their  product iv i ty,
accelerate innovat ion and st imulate
new business format ion.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Tamsin Bel l  at
253.284.5889 or
tamsin@edbtacomapierce.org.

INVESTPIERCECOUNTY.COM
Visi t  InvestPierceCounty.com to
explore Pierce County’s avai lable
commercial  propert ies.  For more
informat ion,  p lease contact  Sarah
Bonds at  253.284.5892 or
sarah@edbtacomapierce.org.  

PERMITTING ASSISTANCE FOR CITY
OF TACOMA
The City of  Tacoma’s Planning and
Development Services Department is
here to help you understand what
permits are required and how to apply
for them. Please vis i t
Tacomapermits.org for  more
informat ion.  In-person, v i r tual  or  chat
appointments are avai lable.

PERMITTING ASSISTANCE FOR
UNINCORPORATED PIERCE COUNTY
Pierce County 's Economic Development
Department of fers assistance to
businesses in unincorporated areas
struggl ing wi th permit  issues or
needing permits to expand. For more
informat ion,  contact  Kevin Clegg at
253.798.6639 or
kclegg@co.pierce.wa.us.

TACOMA PUBLIC UTILITIES
Tacoma Publ ic Ut i l i t ies of fers
assistance to businesses that are
consider ing locat ing or expanding or
looking for opportuni t ies to lower their
energy and water costs.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Michael  Catsi  at
253.441.4574 or
mcatsi@ci. tacoma.wa.us.
 

mailto:sarah@edbtacomapierce.org
mailto:maddie@edbtacomapierce.org
http://www.investpiercecounty.com/
mailto:sarah@edbtacomapierce.org
mailto:kclegg@co.pierce.wa.us
mailto:mcatsi@ci.tacoma.wa.us
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SEA-TAC AIRPORT
Seatt le-Tacoma Internat ional  Airport ,
a lso referred to as Sea-Tac Airport ,  is
the pr imary commercial  a i rport  serving
the Puget Sound Region. Sea-Tac is a
hub and internat ional  gateway to Asia
and Europe. For more informat ion,
contact  the EDB at 253.383.4726.

PORT OF TACOMA
The Port  of  Tacoma is a major seaport
and top 10 U.S. container port .  I ts
strategic locat ion in the northwest
corner of  the U.S. and focus on
eff ic iency and rel iabi l i ty  puts i t  among
the largest container ports in North
America.  I t  is  a major center for  autos,
bulk,  break-bulk,  and heavy- l i f t
cargoes. For more informat ion,  contact
the Northwest Seaport  Al l iance at
800.657.9808 or
info@nwseaportal l iance.com.

BURLINGTON NORTHERN SANTE FE
RAILWAY
BNSF Rai lway, a Class 1 rai l road,
connects Tacoma-Pierce County to key
distr ibut ion points across North
America.  

UNION PACIFIC RAILWAY
Union Paci f ic ,  a Class 1 rai l road,
connects Tacoma-Pierce County to key
distr ibut ion points across North
America.  

TACOMA RAIL
Tacoma Rai l ,  a Class I I I  ra i l road,
provides freight switching rai l  services
serving the Port  of  Tacoma,
Freder ickson, south Pierce County and
parts of  Thurston County.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Dale King at
253.502.8894 or
dwking@ci. tacoma.wa.us.

WA STATE DEPARTMENT OF
TRANSPORTATION
WSDOT constructs,  maintains,  and
regulates the use of  the state’s
transportat ion infrastructure.  

PIERCE TRANSIT
Pierce Transi t  provides outreach to
employers to assist  in providing
vanpool ,  van share,  t ransi t ,  and other
tr ip reduct ion services.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Sharon Stockwel l
at  253.581.8112 or
sstockwel l@piercetransi t .org.

SOUND TRANSIT
Sound Transi t  p lans,  bui lds and
operates express bus, l ight  ra i l  and
commuter t ra in services.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Wi lbert  Santos at
206.370.5516 or
wi lbert .santos@soundtransi t .org.

mailto:dwking@ci.tacoma.wa.us
mailto:sstockwell@piercetransit.org
mailto:wilbert.santos@soundtransit.org
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IMPACT WASHINGTON
Impact Washington is a non-prof i t
organizat ion that strengthens
Washington manufacturers to make
them more global ly compet i t ive.  Impact
Washington of fers a var iety of  services,
including consul t ing regarding lean
manufactur ing and plant layout,  among
other th ings. Impact Washington’s
services are fee-based, but they
provide a f ree in i t ia l  consul tat ion.  For
more informat ion,  contact  Joseph
Gosar at  253.604.8406 or
jgosar@impactwashington.org.

PUGET SOUND ENERGY
You can lower your business's energy
bi l ls  wi th PSE's commercial  energy
management programs. They can help
you ident i fy low-cost/no-cost operat ions
and maintenance upgrades, wi th
incent ives that can cover some or al l  of
your implementat ion costs.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Chr ist ine Nhan at
253.229.0953 or
Christ ine.Nhan@pse.com

PIERCE COUNTY TRAFFIC IMPACT
FEE EXEMPTION
Pierce County of fers 100% exemptions
to their  Traf f ic  Impact Fee for three
speci f ic  uses in unincorporated regions
of the county.  El ig ib le faci l i t ies include
manufactur ing,  corporate headquarters,
and R&D centers.  For more informat ion,
contact  Kevin Clegg at  253.798.6639 or
kclegg@co.pierce.wa.us.

WASHINGTON STATE MACHINERY
AND EQUIPMENT (M&E) SALES/USE
TAX EXEMPTION
Exemption on sales/use tax on
machinery and equipment used direct ly
in manufactur ing or research ( for
manufacturers,  processors for  h i re,  or
manufacturers who perform R&D). 

WASHINGTON STATE WAREHOUSE
TAX INCENTIVE
Refund of  the state’s port ion of  the
sales/use tax paid on new warehouse
construct ion or expansion that is
200,000 square feet or greater.  There
is a 50% refund of  state’s port ion of
sales/use tax paid on mater ia l  handl ing
and racking equipment in the
warehouse. 

WASHINGTON STATE HIGH
EMPLOYMENT SALES/USE TAX
DEFERRAL FOR MANUFACTURING
FACILITIES
Avai lable to manufacturers,  persons
condi t ioning vegetable seeds, research
and development and commercial
test ing for  manufacturers in a qual i fy ing
county or in a Community
Empowerment Zone. 

WASHINGTON STATE B&O TAX
EXEMPTION/DEDUCTION FOR FOOD
PROCESSING/MANUFACTURING
Avai lable to manufacturers of  f resh frui t
and vegetables,  dairy products,  and
seafood products.

mailto:jgosar@impactwashington.org
mailto:Christine.Nhan@pse.com
mailto:kclegg@co.pierce.wa.us
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FOREIGN TRADE ZONE #86
The Port  of  Tacoma’s Foreign Trade
Zone #86 gives importers and exporters
a f lexible way to ship,  store,
manipulate,  and add value to goods
whi le delaying or el iminat ing payment
of  U.S. Customs dut ies.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Brook Fi tzsimmons
at 253.888.4782 or
bf i tzsimmons@portof tacoma.com.

NW SEAPORT ALLIANCE
The NW Seaport  Al l iance business 
team draws on diverse expert ise and
backgrounds with internat ional
exper ience and is ready to del iver best-
in-c lass service to Port  customers.  For
more informat ion,  contact  the
Northwest Seaport  Al l iance at
800.657.9808 or
info@nwseaportal l iance.com.

NORTHWEST TRADE ADJUSTMENT
ASSISTANCE CENTER
Sponsored by the U.S. Department of
Commerce, NWTAAC provides match-
funding to help American companies
compete wi th imports.  NWTAAC has
matching funds up to $75,000 for
improvement projects,  including
developing new market strategies,  new
product development,  cut t ing costs,
improving distr ibut ion,  etc.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Joe Meyer at
206.673.4605 or joe@nwtaac.org.

U.S. EXPORT ASSISTANCE CENTER
Sponsored by the U.S. Department of
Commerce, th is of f ice provides
businesses assistance to companies
looking to export  products
internat ional ly.  For more informat ion,
contact  Bob Deane at  206.553.5615 x
225 or bob.deane@trade.gov.

WASHINGTON STATE EXPORT
ASSISTANCE
The Department of  Commerce of fers
businesses an exper ienced trade team
that provides a range of  support
services,  including advocacy,
consul t ing,  r isk mit igat ion,  market
research, t rade missions and trade
show support ,  business matchmaking
and custom programs, al l  designed to
help Washington companies open doors
to t rade overseas and increase sales.  

WORLD TRADE CENTER TACOMA
The World Trade Center Tacoma (WTC
Tacoma) can open the wor ld ’s markets
for you and your company. As a
member of  the World Trade Center ’s
Associat ion,  we have direct  access to
the largest business network in the
world and WTC Tacoma is the lone
trade service WTC in the Paci f ic
Northwest.  For more informat ion,
contact  Michael  Fowler at  
206.795.6644 or
mfowler@asiaaccess.us.

mailto:bfitzsimmons@portoftacoma.com
mailto:joe@nwtaac.org
mailto:bob.deane@trade.gov
mailto:mfowler@asiaaccess.us
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REDUCED B&O TAX RATE FOR
AEROSPACE
B&O tax rate reduced by 40% for
manufacturers of  commercial  a i rp lanes
or component airplanes and aerospace
tool ing manufacturers.  The rate appl ies
to both manufactur ing act iv i ty and the
subsequent sale of  the manufacturer
product by the manufacturer.  

AEROSPACE INDUSTRY B&O TAX
CREDIT FOR PREPRODUCTION
DEVELOPMENT EXPENDITURES
B&O tax credi t  for  qual i f ied
expendi tures in research, design and
engineer ing act iv i t ies related to the
development of  aerospace products or
models by manufacturers of  commercial
airplanes or component parts of
commercial  a i rp lanes. The B&O tax
credi t  is  equal  to 1.5% of qual i f ied pre-
product ion development expendi tures. 

AEROSPACE INDUSTRY B&O TAX
CREDIT FOR PROPERTY TAXES PAID
B&O tax credi t  equal  to the
property/ leasehold taxes paid on new 
bui ld ings,  the land upon which the new
bui ld ing is located, and property taxes
attr ibutable to the renovat ion or
expansion of  bui ld ings used exclusively
in the manufactur ing of  commercial
airplanes or component parts of
commercial  a i rp lanes. 

AEROSPACE INDUSTRY SALES/USE
TAX EXEMPTION FOR COMPUTER
HARDWARE, SOFTWARE &
PERIPHERALS
Sales/use tax exemption for
manufacturers of  commercial  a i rp lanes
or component parts of  commercial
airplanes for computer hardware,
software and computer per ipherals
used pr imari ly in the development,
design and engineer ing of  such
products,  and charges for the labor and
services related to the instal lat ion of
such equipment.

TAX EXEMPTION FOR
CONSTRUCTION OF FACILITIES
USED TO MANUFACTURE
COMMERCIAL AIRPLANES
Sales/use tax exemption for the
construct ion of  new faci l i t ies and new
parts of  faci l i t ies that  wi l l  be used
pr imari ly to manufacture commercial
airplanes, the fuselages of  commercial
airplanes, and the wings for commercial
airplanes. 

STEP PROGRAM GRANT
With business travel  and trade shows
resuming, businesses who export  could
receive $10,000 annual ly to pay for
related expenses through the STEP
Program Grant f rom the Washington
State Department of  Commerce.
Interested appl icants can apply for
funds on an annual  basis to pay for
i tems such as fees to at tend trade
shows, ship demo products overseas,
and more.



The South
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Hub
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WASHINGTON  STATE B&O TAX CREDIT
FOR NEW EMPLOYMENT
Washington State provides an opportuni ty
to receive a B&O tax credi t  of  $3,000 for up
to four years to indiv iduals who of fer
internat ional  services.  These services
include computer,  data processing, legal ,
account ing and tax preparat ion,
engineer ing, archi tectural ,  business
consul t ing,  business management,  or
f inancial  services in speci f ic geographical
areas. El ig ib le act iv i t ies comprise the
creat ion of  a permanent fu l l - t ime job in
internat ional  services si tuated in a
Community Empowerment Zone (CEZ) or a
designated Internat ional  Services Distr ict .

WASHINGTON STATE SALES & USE TAX
INCENTIVE FOR NON-RURAL DATA
CENTERS
Business or tenant who meets certain
qual i f icat ions can apply for  a cert i f icate
that exempts them from sales and use tax
when purchasing el ig ib le server equipment
and power infrastructure for the computer
data center.  The exemption appl ies to
nonrural  count ies,  which are those with a
populat ion greater than 800,000 based on
the Apr i l  1,  2021, of f ice of  f inancial
management populat ion est imates.  These
include King, Pierce, and Snohomish
count ies.  However,  i f  you receive an
exemption cert i f icate,  you must increase
your net employment by at  least  three
fami ly wage employment posi t ions for every
20,000 square feet of  newly dedicated
server space within s ix years of  receiv ing
the cert i f icate.

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING &
TECHNOLOGY AT UW TACOMA
The School  of  Engineer ing & Technology at
the Universi ty of  Washington Tacoma
focuses on the rapid development of  h igh-
technology academic programs to serve
the State of  Washington. The school
serves as the home for computer science,
computer engineer ing, and informat ion
technology programs. Through innovat ive
partnerships wi th area companies,  the
school  helps students gain pract ical  work
exper ience to meet cont inual ly changing
industry needs. 

EDB TECHNOLOGY CLUSTER
ACCELERATION TEAM
Thriv ing tech clusters play a crucial  ro le in
dr iv ing innovat ion,  enhancing
compet i t iveness, and boost ing economic
growth. Areas that have wel l -establ ished
clusters tend to exper ience increased job
opportuni t ies,  bet ter salar ies,  and greater
wealth generat ion.  In Pierce County,  a
col laborat ive ef for t  between industry
leaders,  academic inst i tut ions,  nonprof i ts,
and government ent i t ies is underway to
transform the region into a technology hub.
Ini t iat ives have included rais ing the
regional  prof i le by showcasing tech
success stor ies,  host ing the South Sound
Tech Conference, and closing the wealth
and opportuni ty gaps in th is industry
sector.  To learn more about the
Technology Cluster Accelerat ion team,
contact  Tamsin Bel l  at
tamsin@edbtacomapierce.org.     



Launch your
business in Pierce
County
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PIERCE COUNTY BUSINESS
ACCELERATOR
The Pierce County Business
Accelerator wi l l  serve entrepreneurs
and business owners throughout Pierce
County wi th a focus on BIPOC (Black,
Indigenous, and People of  Color)
veteran, and women-owned businesses
to help foster innovat ion and create
wealth-bui ld ing opportuni t ies.  Fore
more informat ion,  contact  Sara Garner
at  253.798.6150 or
sara.garner@piercecountywa.gov.

RAIN INCUBATOR
The Incubator is your place for
resources and network connect ions to
develop your research, launch your
ideas and thr ive as a researcher,
scient ist ,  or  smal l  business. For more
informat ion,  contact  253.393.9922
info@rainincubator.org.

THE WILLIAM FACTORY SMALL
BUSINESS INCUBATOR
Assist ing wi th access to capi ta l ,
mentor ing,  workshops, strategy, and
connect ions.  Space is l imi ted to receive
one-on-one assistance, but workshops
are f ree and open to the publ ic.  For
more informat ion,  contact
253.722.5800.

TACOMA MARITIME INCUBATOR
Tacoma Mari t ime Innovat ion Incubator 
 supports up to 7 startup businesses
with mentorship and free rent.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Kar ina Mart i ja-
Harr is at  Kar ina@mari t imeblue.org.

SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT
CENTER (SBDC)
Sponsored by Washington State
Universi ty,  the SBDC provides no-fee,
conf ident ia l ,  one-on-one counsel ing to
smal l  businesses on al l  management
topics.  For more informat ion,  contact
Ann Zimmerman at  253.332.2411 or 
ann.zimmerman@wsu.edu.
 
STARTUP253
Startup253 is a startup resource and
networking hub, br inging together
entrepreneur ia l  leaders,  venture capi ta l
and more to advance local  startups and
place the South Sound at  the forefront
of  innovat ion and creat iv i ty.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Ston Nguyen at
ston@startup253.com.

VETERANS INCUBATOR FOR BETTER
ENTREPRENEURSHIP (VIBE)
The Veterans Incubator for  Better
Entrepreneurship (VIBE) at  the
Universi ty of  Washington Tacoma
provides an appl ied t ra in ing
environment that  supports mi l i tary
veterans’  entrepreneur ia l  aspirat ions
and promotes their  understanding of
the modern startup l i fe cycle.  Many of
i ts program offer ings are f ree and open
to members of  the publ ic.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Thomas Kul jam at
253.692.5813 or tkul jam@uw.edu.

mailto:sara.garner@piercecountywa.gov
mailto:info@rainincubator.org
mailto:Karina@maritimeblue.org
mailto:ann.zimmerman@wsu.edu
mailto:ston@startup253.com
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
REVENUE BONDS
Tax-exempt bond f inancing for
employment generat ing manufactur ing
faci l i t ies is avai lable through the publ ic
Economic Development Corporat ion of
Pierce County (EDCPC) staf fed by the
EDB. El ig ib le costs include the
acquis i t ion of  land, new machinery &
equipment,  construct ion or renovat ion
of a bui ld ing,  archi tectural  design,
engineer ing work and f inancing
arrangements.  No publ ic money backs
the bonds. Borrower must be credi t -
worthy and able to receive f inancing
commitment f rom a f inancial  inst i tut ion
to back the bonds. Up to $10 mi l l ion in
bonds can be issued for projects wi th
total  capi ta l  investment of  $2 mi l l ion to
$20 mi l l ion.  For more informat ion,
contact  Tamsin Bel l  at  253.284.5889 or
tamsin@edbtacomapierce.org.

SBA BACKED-LOANS
Start  or  expand your business with
loans guaranteed by the Smal l
Business Administrat ion.  Use Lender
Match to f ind lenders that  of fer  loans
for your business.

BUSINESS IMPACT NW
Business Impact NW provides
coaching, c lasses, and loans to BIPOC,
women, mi l i tary-connected, immigrant,
LGBTQ+, and Lat inx entrepreneurs.  For
more informat ion,  contact  Chr ist ine
Buckley at  206.324.4330 ext .119 or
chr ist ineb@businessimpactnw.org.
 

 

CITY OF TACOMA LOAN PROGRAMS
The City of  Tacoma offers f inance
programs to assist  Tacoma-based
business access capi ta l  for
land/bui ld ing,  equipment,  working
capi ta l ,  wi th loans ranging in s ize,
rates,  and requirements.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Deidre Patterson
at 253.591.5621 or
dpatterson3@cityof tacoma.org

PIERCE COUNTY C-PACER PROGRAM
Commercial  property assessed clean
energy and resi l iency.  C-PACER is an
innovat ive f inancing mechanism to help
commercial ,  industr ia l ,  agr icul tural ,  and
mult i - fami ly bui ld ings become more
eff ic ient  and resi l ient .  The C-PACER
program al lows owners and developers
of el ig ib le propert ies in Pierce County
to obtain long-term f inancing, at  a
lower interest  rate,  for  qual i fy ing
energy generat ion,  energy ef f ic iency,
water conservat ion or resi l iency
projects.  For more, contact
cpacer@piercecountywa.gov.

NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL
The Nat ional  Development Counci l
(NDC) is a lending program to provide
f inancing to help smal l  businesses
grow. El ig ib le costs include acquis i t ion
of commercial  land, bui ld ings,  s i te,
tenant improvements,  purchase of
machinery and equipment,  working
capi ta l ,  debt restructur ing,  and soft
costs.  Loan sizes range from $100,000
- $5 mi l l ion.  

mailto:christineb@businessimpactnw.org
mailto:cpacer@piercecountywa.gov
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GOVERNOR’S OFFICE OF
REGULATORY INNOVATION &
ASSISTANCE (ORIA)
The Off ice for  Regulatory Innovat ion
and Assistance helps businesses
navigate Washington’s environmental
and business regulatory systems and
works to improve those systems. For
more informat ion,  contact
800.917.0043 or help@oria.wa.gov.

TACOMA-PIERCE COUNTY CHAMBER
OF COMMERCE
Tacoma-Pierce County Chamber of
Commerce is a pr ivate,  membership-
based organizat ion that promotes
economic prosper i ty in the South
Sound. For more informat ion,  contact
Andrea Reay at  253.682.1736 or
andrear@tacomachamber.org.

DOWNTOWN TACOMA PARTNERSHIP
Downtown Tacoma Partnership (DTP)
provides common services for  property
owners including secur i ty,
maintenance, and improvements.  For
more informat ion,  contact  David
Schroedel  at  253.682.1723 or
davids@tacomachamber.org.

SPACEWORKS
Spaceworks create and unlock 
 opportuni t ies for  creat ive
entrepreneurs and art ists by providing
space, t ra in ing, and resources. For
more informat ion,  contact  Michael
Liang at  253.627.2175 or
michael l@tacomachamber.org.

SOUTH SOUND MANUFACTURING
INDUSTRIAL COUNCIL (MIC)
The Manufactur ing Industr ia l  Counci l
promotes a posi t ive business cl imate
for manufactur ing and related
industr ies.  The group is dedicated to
safeguarding and improving people’s
l ives,  creat ing a sustainable
environment,  and providing the jobs
that anchor Washington’s economy. For
more informat ion,  contact  Ryan Spence
at 253.682.1720 or
ryans@tacomachamber.org.

TACOMA FIRST 311 NON-
EMERGENCY
Tacoma First  311 App enables users to
report  any non-emergency issues with
direct  feedback on act ions taken or
referred. This report  ro l ls  up to the Ci ty
Manager and al lows the ci ty to ut i l ize
real  t ime data for  decis ion-making and
resource al locat ion.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Morgan Medley at
MMedley@cityof tacoma.org.

WASHINGTON PROCUREMENT
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE CENTER
Government contract ing assistance is
avai lable through Washington
Procurement Technical  Assistance
Program (PTAC). Their  ef for ts are
designed to assist  companies in
receiv ing contracts wi th federal ,  state,
and local  agencies.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Trena Payton at
253.964.1745 or
tpayton@thurstonedc.com.

mailto:help@oria.wa.gov
https://www.tacomachamber.org/downtown-tacoma-partnership.html
mailto:davids@tacomachamber.org
mailto:ryans@tacomachamber.org
mailto:MMedley@cityoftacoma.org
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WASHINGTON STATE MINORITY BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER
The MBDA Business Center is operated by the City of  Tacoma. The
center is part  of  a nat ional  network of  funded centers located in major
ci t ies throughout the Uni ted States.  The program’s object ive is to
provide ongoing, qual i ty assistance to minor i ty businesses with rapid
growth potent ia l  so that  they can achieve greater part ic ipat ion in the
development of  the nat ion’s commerce. For more informat ion,  Frank
Boykin at  253.591.5239 or fboykin@cityof tacoma.org.  

WASHINGTON STATE OFFICE OF MINORITY AND WOMEN'S
BUSINESS ENTERPRISES
The Washington State Off ice of  Minor i ty and Women’s Business
Enterpr ises (OMWBE) develops programs designed to improve the
contr ibut ions of  minor i ty-  and women-owned smal l  businesses to the
Washington state economy. 

The Off ice of  Minor i ty and Women’s Business Enterpr ises (OMWBE)
cert i f ies smal l  businesses owned and control led by minor i ty,  women,
and social ly and economical ly disadvantaged persons. OMWBE cert i f ies
business in order to increase contract ing opportuni t ies for  cert i f ied
businesses with state and local  governments.

OMWBE's Directory of  Cert i f ied Businesses was designed to help
buyers and contract ing of f icers more quickly locate cert i f ied f i rms for
upcoming procurement and contract ing opportuni t ies.  

WASHINGTON STATE SMALL BUSINESS RESILIENCY NETWORK
The Washington State Department of  Commerce’s Smal l  Business
Resi l iency Network helps smal l  businesses impacted by the COVID-19
pandemic f ind and apply for  resources, access translat ion services,
navigate local ,  state and federal  funding and plan for economic
recovery.

mailto:fboykin@cityoftacoma.org
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/technical-assistance-from-trusted-community-messengers/
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ASIA PACIFIC CULTURAL CENTER
APCC is a 501(c)3 non-prof i t
organizat ion that was formed in
November 1996. APCC represents 47
countr ies and cul tures,  of fer ing
programs and services honor ing their
dist inct  ar t is t ry,  business protocols,
history,  and social  pract ices.

BIPOC BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Pierce County BIPOC business
directory to help people f ind and
support  BIPOC-, women- and veteran-
owned businesses. Please vis i t
pcbamap.biz.

KOREAN WOMEN'S ASSOCIATION
The Korean Women's Associat ion
(KWA) is a registered 501 (c)(3) non-
prof i t  organizat ion,  providing mult i -
cul tural ,  mult i - l ingual  human services,
regardless of  race or ethnic
background, to diverse communit ies
through educat ion,  social izat ion,
advocacy, and support .

MI CENTRO
Mi Centro is a community-based non-
prof i t  that  works wi th Lat ino and
Indigenous Nat ive fami l ies.  Explore
their  websi te and learn more about our
educat ional  programs, cr is is
intervent ion,  fami ly outreach services,
Arts & Culture programming, or jo in our
advocacy ef for ts that  address the
concerns and opportuni t ies for  our
fami l ies and community.

TACOMA COMMUNITY HOUSE
Tacoma Community House (TCH) is a
local  non-prof i t  organizat ion that
provides programs and services
focused on educat ion,  employment,
immigrat ion,  and advocacy to
indiv iduals and fami l ies.  

THE BLACK BUSINESS MARKET
A community market that  features a
diverse and impressive group of  b lack
owned businesses. The TBBM gives
black businesses a plat form to gain
exposure and diversi fy their  c l ientele.
TBBM br ings the South Sound area
together in the name of celebrat ing and
support ing black business.

THE BLACK COLLECTIVE
The Tacoma-Pierce County Black
Col lect ive is a community of  Black
people dedicated to c iv ic engagement
through volunteer service.

THE TACOMA URBAN LEAGUE
The Tacoma Urban League (TUL) has
provided cr i t ical  support  and services
to the Tacoma-Pierce County
community s ince i ts founding in 1968.
With a mission to empower Black
Americans and other disenfranchised
groups to enter the economic and
social  mainstream, the TUL is focused
on f ive key areas—housing, heal th
care,  educat ion,  employment,  and
just ice.
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CUSTOM WORKFORCE STRATEGY
There are several  workforce
development,  t ra in ing, and tax
incent ives avai lable to employers.  For
a ta i lored strategy or to request more
informat ion,  p lease cal l  the EDB at
253.383.4726.

A SOUND BASE OF MILITARY
TALENT
The South Puget Sound hosts two
major mi l i tary instal lat ions,  Joint  Base
Lewis-McChord and Naval  Base Ki tsap,
as wel l  as the state headquarters of  the
Washington Nat ional  Guard at  Camp
Murray.  These inst i tut ions generate a
steady stream of veterans, t ransi t ioning
soldiers and fami l ies who br ing
signi f icant contr ibut ions and talent to
the region’s workforce. To aid the
transi t ion into c iv i l ian careers,  the
Service Member for  L i fe Transi t ion
Assistance Program (SFL-TAP) of fers
job fai rs,  quarter ly networking
gather ings,  employer spot l ight  events,
weekly brown bag informat ion sessions,
job post ing services and more.

UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
TACOMA
UW Tacoma is an urban-serving
universi ty,  c losely l inked with the South
Puget Sound. The campus impacts and
informs economic development through
community-engaged students and
facul ty.  

MILGARD SCHOOL OF BUSINESS AT
UW TACOMA
The Mi lgard School  of  Business at  UW
Tacoma offers programs of  study
leading to a Bachelor of  Arts in
Business Administrat ion,  Master of
Business Administrat ion,  Master of
Science in Business Analyt ics,  and
Master of  Account ing.

SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING &
TECHNOLOGY AT UW TACOMA
The School  of  Engineer ing &
Technology at  the Universi ty of
Washington Tacoma provides focus for
the rapid development of  h igh-
technology academic programs to serve
the State of  Washington. The school
serves as the home for computer
science, computer engineer ing and
informat ion technology programs. 

PACIFIC LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY
Pacif ic Lutheran Universi ty (PLU) is a
pr ivate universi ty of fer ing l iberal  ar ts
and professional  school  programs
located in Parkland, WA. PLU offers
undergraduate and graduate degree
programs. 

UNIVERSITY OF PUGET SOUND
The Universi ty of  Puget Sound is a
pr ivate l iberal  ar ts col lege located in
Tacoma’s North End of fers
undergraduate and graduate degree
programs. 

https://home.army.mil/lewis-mcchord/index.php
https://www.cnic.navy.mil/regions/cnrnw/installations/navbase_kitsap.html
https://militarybases.com/washington/camp-murray/
https://www.armytap.army.mil/
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BATES TECHNICAL COLLEGE
Bates Technical  Col lege is a publ ic
technical  col lege located in Tacoma,
WA. The col lege of fers two-year
Associate of  Appl ied Science degrees,
academic cert i f icates,  and industry
cert i f icat ions. 

CLOVER PARK TECHNICAL COLLEGE
Clover Park Technical  Col lege is a
publ ic community col lege located in
Lakewood, WA. The col lege of fers more
than forty programs in aerospace,
advanced manufactur ing,  heal th
sciences, human services,  business,
hospi ta l i ty,  science, technology,
engineer ing,  t ransportat ion,  and trades.

PIERCE COLLEGE
Pierce Col lege is a publ ic technical
col lege with campuses in Lakewood,
Puyal lup,  and on Joint  Base Lewis-
McChord. The col lege of fers four-year
and two-year degree programs,
academic cert i f icates,  and industry
cert i f icat ions. 

TACOMA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
Tacoma Community Col lege is a publ ic
community col lege with campuses in
the west end of  Tacoma and Gig
Harbor,  WA. The col lege of fers two-
year degree programs, academic
cert i f icates,  and industry cert i f icat ions.   

INVISTA PERFORMANCE SOLUTIONS
Invista Performance Solut ions is a
col laborat ion between Washington
State’s Community and Technical
Col leges to provide a s ingle point  of
contact  for  organizat ions to access
customized training, coaching and HR
consul t ing services.  Their  t ra in ing
expert ise includes leadership &
management,  communicat ion ski l ls ,
core business ski l ls ,  sof tware & IT
training, process improvement and
industr ia l  & technical  ski l ls .  For more
informat ion,  contact  Don Sosnowski  at
253.583.8860 or
dsosnowski@invistaperforms.org.

SEED INTERNSHIPS
Seed Internships invests in the v ibrant
future of  Pierce County by ident i fy ing
except ional  col lege students and recent
grads with t ies to Tacoma and Pierce
County and matching them with top,
local  employers through internships.
Seed’s 10-week, paid summer
internship is paired with a robust
curr iculum of professional  development
– the program provides a ta i lored path
to professional  success for homegrown
talent and bui lds a sustainable pipel ine
of ta lent  for  companies seeking to bui ld
more representat ive workplaces. For
more informat ion,  contact  Andrew N.
Whitney at  253.359.6289 or
andrew.whitney@degreesofchange.org

mailto:dsosnowski@invistaperforms.org
mailto:andrew.whitney@degreesofchange.org
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AEROSPACE JOINT
APPRENTICESHIP COMMITTEE
The Aerospace Joint  Apprent iceship
Commit tee (AJAC) is a non-prof i t ,
registered apprent iceship organizat ion
serving Washington State aerospace
and advanced manufactur ing
employers.  AJAC offers high-growth,
high-demand registered pre-
apprent iceships,  youth apprent iceships
and adul t  apprent iceship program. 

CUSTOMIZED TRAINING PROGRAM
Businesses part ic ipat ing in the
Customized Training Program receive 
 a state Business and Occupat ion
(B&O) tax credi t  equal  to 50% of the
training cost.  For more informat ion,
please vis i t  contact  Don Sosnowski  at
970.590.7974 or
dsosnowski@invistaperforms.org.

FEDERAL WORK OPPORTUNITY TAX
CREDIT
The Work Opportuni ty Tax Credi t
(WOTC) is a federal  tax credi t  avai lable
to employers who hire indiv iduals f rom
el ig ib le target groups with s igni f icant
barr iers to employment.  For more
informat ion,  cal l  360.902.9326 or
ESDGPWOTC@esd.wa.gov.

JOB SKILLS PROGRAM
Businesses part ic ipat ing in the Job
Ski l ls  Program receive t ra in ing with a
col lege and provide a dol lar- for-dol lar
match. The businesses contr ibute at
least  50% of t ra in ing expenses through
cash, in-k ind payments or a
combinat ion of  both.  For more
informat ion,  p lease vis i t  contact  Don
Sosnowski  at  970.590.7974 or
dsosnowski@invistaperforms.org.

WASHINGTON STATE B&O OR
PUBLIC UTILITY TAX (PUT) CREDIT
FOR HIRING UNEMPLOYED
VETERANS
Businesses that hi re unemployed
veterans for posi t ions in Washington
State may qual i fy for  up to $1,500
credi t  against  their  B&O or publ ic ut i l i ty
tax (PUT).  For more informat ion,
contact  WA State Department of
Revenue at  360.705.6214.

WASHINGTON STATE LABOR &
INDUSTRIES APPRENTICESHIP
Apprent iceship programs provide a way
to t ra in and develop new workers.
Registered apprent iceship programs
provide both on-the- job t ra in ing with an
employer and classroom instruct ion
that develops highly- t ra ined,
knowledgeable,  and ski l led
professionals.  For more informat ion,
contact  360.902.5320.

mailto:ESDGPWOTC@esd.wa.gov
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CITY OF TACOMA NEW JOB
CREATION
City of  Tacoma provides a tax credi t  up
to $500 against  local  B&O tax for  every
new, permanent,  fami ly-wage job a
business creates.  This f ive-year tax
incent ive is designed to st imulate
business, reward businesses for
creat ing good-paying jobs,  and put
ci t izens to work.  

GOODWILL OF THE OLYMPICS &
RAINIER REGION
Goodwi l l  helps people wi th barr iers to
employment go to work by providing
more than 30 training and educat ional
opportuni t ies,  each designed to prepare
entry into the compet i t ive job wor ld.  

HIRE PIERCE COUNTY
A partnership of  WorkForce Central ,
Pierce County Economic Development,
and Goodwi l l  of  the Olympics and
Rainier Region, Hire Pierce County:
Next Gen Program provided young
adul ts ages 16-24 years old wi th work
exper ience through a paid internship
program.  

JOBS 253
Tacoma Publ ic Schools incoming
juniors and seniors have to opportuni ty
to earn high school  credi t  for
graduat ion and the opportuni ty to gain
meaningful  work exper ience. The
program provides students wi th a paid
exper ience that develops leadership
ski l ls  whi le benef i t ing our community in
a meaningful  way. 

K-12 CTE PROGRAMS
Career & Technical  Educat ion (CTE)
programs support  local  middle and high
school  programs that provide 21st-
century,  academic and technical  ski l ls
for  a l l  students.  Teachers part ic ipate in
the professional  development of
curr icula and instruct ion,  standards and
assessment,  and academic integrat ion.

PIERCE COUNTY SKILLS CENTER
The Pierce County Ski l ls  Center
provides r igorous technical  and
professional  exper iences that prepare
high school  students for  h igh demand,
high wage jobs and post-secondary
educat ion.  Juniors and seniors f rom 10
Pierce County school  d istr icts earn
cert i f icat ions and/or col lege credi t  to
prepare them for the modern workforce.

WORKFORCE CENTRAL
WorkForce Central  provides no-cost
services such as:  employee recrui tment
and appl icant pre-screening,
computer ized job matching and referral
of  qual i ty appl icants,  e lectronic job
post ing and resume banks, help wi th
recrui tment and layoffs,  customized
training packages to upgrade worker
ski l ls ,  informat ion on wages,
occupat ions,  and business trends, and
access to tax incent ives.  For more
informat ion,  contact  Samuel Bradshaw
at 253.345.9037 or
sbradshaw@workforce-central .org.

mailto:sbradshaw@workforce-central.org
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